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Reflection Practice and Enlightenment of the Improvement
of Undergraduate Teaching in American University

Li Penghu

Abstract: With the focus and form of university work gradually shifting from teaching to
research American universities are facing pressures and challenges to improve the quality of
undergraduate teaching. In order to change the present condition that the undergraduate
education is becoming weaker and weaker American universities have implemented
improvement measures including establishing Teaching Development Centers setting up
Faculty Mentoring Program and implementing Science Education Programs at the university
level. In addition outside the university there are also supporting organizations that
integrate undergraduate teaching research and practice such as the Carnegie Academy of
Teaching and Learning and the Discipline — Based Education Research. For colleges and

universities in China in the process of building world — class undergraduate education we
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should recognize the limitations of policies to promote education and teaching reform; then
create a teaching culture atmosphere and increase support for teaching; also pay attention to
pedagogical content knowledge and expand the functions of the Teacher Development
Centre.
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