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The Nature and Functions of Contemporary Universities
—A Discussion with Professor Zhan Lixin and Professor Chen Xuefei

Yang Deguang

Abstract: In 2013 Professor ZHAN Lixin and Professor CHEN Xuefei proposed that
“the essential characteristics of higher education is cognitive rationality’  “The institution of
higher education is naturally an academic community” . Thus they denied the “adaptation
theory ” of higher education. This article expounds the nature and functions of contemporary
higher education including the people educational academic and critical nature of
universities and pedagogy talents cultivation scientific research social services cultural
heritage and innovation functions of universities.

Keywords: PAN Maoyuan  Adaptation theory  University nature  University

function Cognitive rationality
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