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The Philosophical Foundation of New-liberal Education

Li Zhifeng, Li Qiang

Abstract: As a new way of thinking and practice to combine conventional liberal arts
education with talent cultivation, new-liberal education plays a crucial role in fostering
China’s culture that builds up our cultural soft power and thus enhancing our comprehensive
national strength. Epistemologically speaking, the new-liberal arts education is a social
practice activity with the core of the human value, the social value and the national value.
Ontologically, it is designed to nurture moral sentiments and encourage innovative
thinking, which highlights the general function of liberal education that reaches its

educating objective by gradually influencing students. From a methodological point of
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view, new-liberal education reconstructs the conventional paradigm of liberal arts
education, with a focus on students’ abilities in integrating knowledge of different subjects
and forming their own views through reasoning. As such, the philosophical foundation of
new-liberal education provides theoretical support and practical guidance to the further
development of this field of study.

Keywords; New-liberal Education; Philosophical Foundation; Epistemology; Ontology ;
Methodology



