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Building a Modern University System with Chinese
Characteristics by Strengthening Autonomy at Its Core
—Based on the Singapore’s Experience in
Reforms on University Governance

Cao Lijuan, Li Cong, Li Yueqi

Abstract; Currently, strengthening the autonomy of universities is one of the
important trends of higher education reform. To this end, to build a modern university
system and improve the efficiency of the system are the key for universities to take and
leverage their power, and to modernization of the governance system and capacity in higher
education. The Singaporean government has achieved promising results by implementing
corporate system reform in institutions of higher learning and granting autonomy to
universities in running schools. In the midst of the construction of “Double World-Class”
and education evaluation reform in China, this paper analyzes and draws on the experience
of university governance reform in Singapore, and gives suggestions on how to optimize
the governance of universities in China from the perspectives of government, universities
and society.

Keywords: Autonomy of University; University Governance; Modern University

System
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